[HIV infection in France in 2012: reality, risks and challenges for a chronic multisystem disease].
Thirty years after the discovery of HIV and 15 years since the advent of Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART), the features of HIV infection have evolved and need a new approach, which is both more comprehensive and specialized. Indeed, the burden of a chronic disease with multiple determining features has replaced the rapidly fatal infection of the past, which was almost exclusively related to the effects of immunosuppression. Physicians have to be concerned with "new risks" associated with treatment side effects; the consequences of ongoing inflammation and ageing of the HIV-infected population. These include metabolic, cardiovascular, neurocognitive and renal disease as well as lipodystrophy and malignancy. Antiretroviral treatment has been a major step forward, subject to accessibility, tolerance and adherence, but it has not solved all the problems associated with this infection, as it becomes a chronic illness.